Justin Kniffen
10827 CR 148
Flint, Tx 75762 



February 20, 2021



To: The Honorable Judge

I am writing to you about Ryan Nichols. In my time knowing Ryan I have always known him to be a man of unquestionable character, impeccable integrity, and an unwavering friend. Quite honestly, this is a shock to my system that he finds himself in the situation that he is in right now. So, when I was asked to write this letter I didn’t hesitate. I’d like to give you a brief background on my friendship with him. 

I coached and taught Ryan for four years in high school. He was the consummate leader with our football team. He was reliable and held others responsible for their role on the team as well. It wasn’t a difficult decision making him our team captain. It was a unanimous decision by entire staff. 

I formed a special bond with Ryan. We are both preacher’s kids, and I was able to talk about some of the experiences I had growing up a preacher’s kid.  We would talk about the pressures and the responsibilities that he felt he had and our experiences were similar. Ryan never wavered in his faith; a quality that is hard to find sometimes in dealing with youth like I do.

When Ryan graduated and went to the Marine Corps and came back to live in Conroe, he surprised me with a visit to a game we were playing down there five years after I last saw him. He began a successful business that he started from his own apartment which grew into a multimillion dollar business. He is constantly giving back to the community through his businesses. Rescue the Universe travels around to hurricane damaged towns throughout the United States and helps with clean up. This is the Ryan I know; caring and giving, always thinking about others. 

I love Ryan and hate that he is in this position. He’s a God-fearing family man, and I know he feels remorse about his actions. Ryan still has a lot of good to do out in the world, and I absolutely know he will. I hope this letter goes a long way towards granting Ryan leniency, and I thank your for your time.

Sincerely



Justin W. Kniffen






